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Hypotheses
▶ Lexical Precision Hypothesis
▶ Privileged Access Hypothesis
▶ General Skill Hypothesis   

Hypotheses

Research Goals

▶ The results shows mixed support depending 
measure of cohesion
■ Lexical cohesion - Lexical Precision 

Hypothesis
■ Semantic cohesion - Privileged Access 

Hypothesis

▶ We experience narratives in texts, comics, and 
movies

▶ How does the media of a narrative affect how 
we understand narratives?

▶ Coherence building - infering connections

▶ Exploring cohesion at a more fine grained level.
▶ Exploring relationship with measures of 

comprehension.
▶ Exploring the extent individual differences in 

reading and viewing skills moderate the 
relationship between the cohesiveness of 
responses and comprehension.

▶ Develop a theoretical account that can explain 
the impact of media on comprehension.

Pictures:
Afford visual cohesion  
in agents, objects and 
setting
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▶ The affordances of media have implications on 
how coherences is achieved.

▶ Media support different aspects of 
comprehension 

▶ No one media is superior over the other
▶ This has implications for using visual media in 

literacy instruction
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Text:
Afford afford lexical and 
semantic cohesion

MethodsIntroduction

The impact of media on coherence building

▶ Thinking aloud is one approach to study how 
people make sense of narratives (Trabasso & 
Magliano, 1996)

▶ Natural language processing tools provide one 
basis for exploring coherence building (Allen et 
al, 2016)

Thor looked at his 
sword, frowning, and 
Loki gestured for Thor 

to follow him. 
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Thor followed Loki 
through a small back door 

of the castle. 
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Goal :
To explore if media affects the coherence of 
the content of people’s talk about the 
narratives.
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