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EXT. A NEI GHBORHOOD - N GHT

The sunset di sappears at the horizon, clouds aggregate and
the sky turns blue from pink

There's a row of doubl e-layer houses in a suburban
nei ghbor hood bel ow t he sky, light shed out fromthem

A BOY(O S.)
Dad, we should get a new TV.

INT. ED S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

TOM 12) and JIM14) scranble for the TV controller on a sofa
facing an old TV. Near the TV, ED LOYCE(40), a man with a
pair of glasses and a plaid shirt is repairing it. He plugs
the charger of the TVinto an outlet and switches on the TV,
i mges show up on the screen. A REPORTER(35) is reporting.

REPORTER( V. O.)
...1s a neuroscientist, her studies of
mani pul ati ng neuron activities through
nanomachi nes were considered as a
potential direction of depression
t herapy. The police have ruled out
foul play.

ED
(stands up and wal k backwar d)
No need...this one is good.

Ed turns around, | ooks at the two boys.

TOM
(tries to catch Jims arns)
It's news time! Gve it to ne!

JIM
(raises the controller)
No nore fake news, watch somnething
nor mal !

Jimruns away fromthe sofa and clicks the controller, the TV
channel junps to another channel. Ed's wife, JANET, a short
chubby woman(35), wal ks toward themwi th two cups of water.

JANET
Be careful, kids.

She hands the water to the children and turns to Ed.



JANET
(smles)
Want sone water?

ED
No t hanks, honey, ny Chinese friend
said it's better to boil the tap water
before drinking it.

JANET
You know you're in a devel oped
country, right?

Janet wal ks away. Ed shrugs and wal ks toward the front door.

HOST(V. Q)
So you think social nedia hel ps spread
conspiracy theories and nmakes our
soci ety nore pol arized?

GUEST(V. Q)
Exactly. ..

Ed reaches the front door, picks his coat, and puts on his
shoes.

INT. ED S HOUSE - KITCHEN - N GHT

Janet cuts vegetables in the kitchen, then stops and | ooks
toward Ed t hrough the bar between the kitchen and the |iving
room

JANET
Were are you goi ng?

| NTERCUT between the living room and the kitchen.
ED

Kim..they have a protest, | got to
take care of the store nyself.

JANET
You should tell himto be careful with
t hat .
ED
(shrugs)

W1l be back before dinner.



Ed picks up a car key fromthe bar between the living room
and the kitchen. A newspaper is on the bar, with the headline
"Neur oscientist calling nanomachi ne shoul d be regul ated".
Sounds of door opening and cl osi ng.

EXT. CAR ON ROAD - NI GHT

The sky is fully dark, clouds reflect the noonlight. Ed
drives his car into a square surrounded by stores, many
peopl e are wal ki ng around with shoppi ng bags.

I NT. ED S CAR - CONTI NUCUS

RADI (V. Q)
Certainly, the polarization is caused
by econom c inequality...

Ed drives forward and | ooks through the wi ndow, a store with
the title "LOYCE TV SALES AND SERVI CE" appears. Behind the

w ndows of the store, nmultiple TVs are playing different
channel s, sone are news, sone are docunentaries about DNA. He
| ooks around, the square is full of cars and has no place for
par ki ng.

ED
(rmur mur)
Damm.

Ed turns around and drives toward a corner of the square.

RADI (V. Q.)
...and we need to find a solution for
it...

EXT. SQUARE - CORNER - LATER

The corner is dark and enpty, Ed turns off the car and gets
out of it.

EXT. SQUARE - SIDEWALK AT THE CORNER - CONTI NUOUS

Ed wal ks al ong the sidewal k, he bypasses a trash bin |lying on
t he ground, garbage |eaks out of it. Wile wal king forward,
peopl e becone nore and nore, Ed has to avoid people
intentionally.

He | ooks up and sees a shapel ess dark bundl e hanging on a

| anppost about 50 neters away from him He wal ks cl oser and
adjusts his glasses. The thing is swnging a little with the
W nd.



Mul ti pl e peopl e pass the | anppost but no one notices it. \Wen
Ed is about 10 neters away fromthe thing, it rotates a
little bit. Ed sees a human face on the top, it's a HUVAN
BODY.

ED
(shout s)
Ah!

Ed noves back quickly, then stops and carefully | ooks at the
body while rubs his chin.

ED S PO NT OF VIEW -

A m ddl e-aged man with a pallid but peaceful face with a pair
of hal f-opened eyes behind gl asses.

BACK TO SCENE

ED
(trenbling)
Look at it! Conme on out here!

Peopl e 1 ook at Ed strangely and avoid him DON(42), a heavy
man in a colorful uniformcarrying a newspaper under his arm
cones out froma candy shop near the sidewal k. Ed noves
toward Don and points toward the body.

ED
See it?
(1 ooks at Don)
What's wong with everybody? They j ust
wal k on past!

Don stops near Ed, takes a glance at the body, and lights a
cigarette slowy.

DON
Take it easy, man. There nmust be a
good reason, or it wouldn't be there.

Ed stares Don up and down.

ED
A reason? What kind of a reason?

Don spits out snoke and shrugs. Behind them JACK(60), a
slightly hunchbacked man in an old brown suit wal ks toward
them from a bookstore.



DON
Some sort of civic thing. How woul d |
know?

JACK

(stops near Ed and Don)
What's up, boys?

ED
(again points to the body)
There's a body hanging fromthe
| amppost, I'mgoing to call the cops.

JACK
(Looks at the body cal nly)
They must know about it, or otherw se,
it wouldn't be there.

DON
| got to get back in, business before
pl easur e.

Don wal ks toward the candy shop, a few children play in front
of the door. Ed stares at the back view of Don in amazenent
and then turns toward Jack, waves his arns in the air.

ED
(raise his voice)
Do you see it? You see it hanging
there? A man's body! A dead man!

JACK
Sure, EBEd. | saw it this afternoon when
| went out for coffee.

ED
(stare at Jack and stuck for a
whi | e)

...Yyou...you nean it's been there al
aft ernoon?

JACK
Sure. What's the matter?

Jack gl ances at his watch and | ooks at Ed, whose arnms are in
a strange shape and keep shaki ng.

JACK
Have to run, see you later, Ed.



Jack | eaves and joins the flow of people noving along the

si dewal k. The body rotates when the wind bl ows, the half-
opened eyes nake it |ike a watcher who's observing everyone.
Ed noves his eyes away fromthe body, waps his coat closely
about hinself, and keeps wal king toward the TV store.

EXT. SQUARE - THE SI DEWALK NEAR THE TV STORE - LATER

Ed wal ks al ong the sidewal k, he stares at the ground while
rubbi ng hi s neck.

ED
(murmurs)
For Haven's sake..

Ed bunps into JENKINS(25), a boy wearing a fashional T-shirt
w th a headphone on his neck, holding a box of CDs, hurrying
al ong the sidewal k.

JENKI NS
(shout s)
Watch it!
(1 ooks up)
Ch, it's you, Ed.

ED
(nods dazedly)
H , Jenki ns.

JENKI NS
VWhat's the matter? You | ook sick.

ED
(shaki ng his head)
The body. In the corner of the
square. ..

JENKI NS
Sure, Ed. Take it easy.

Jenkins leads Ed into the al cove of the LOYCE TV SALES AND
SERVI CE store.

KIMO. S.)
Ed! My protest is canceled, | forgot
to call you...sonmething wong?

KIM23), a young man in a blue uniformwal ks out fromthe TV
store and conmes to them



JENKI NS
Ed's not feeling well.

ED
(hol ds hi s head)
How can you stand here? Don't you see
it? For CGod's sake...

Kl M
(1l ooks at Ed with confusion, then
turns to Jenkins)
What's he tal ki ng about ?

ED
(shout s)
The body! The body hangi ng there!

More peopl e collect, Ed shakes Kim s body harshly, Kimnoves
backward to escape fromhim Ed then turns to Jenkins.
Jenki ns noves away from him

ONLOOKERL( O. S.)
(whi sper)
s he sick?

ED
(screamns)
The body!

People forma circle around Ed, Ed noves towards an onl ooker,
t he onl ooker noves backwar d.

ONLOOKER2( O S.) ONLOOKER3( O S.)
(whi sper) (whi sper)
Better get a doctor! He nust be drunk..
ED

(shots at people)
Do sonet hi ng!

Ed noves toward Kimand Kimrecoils, people behind Kimnoves
away too. The circle gradually becones |arger.

ED
Don't stand there! Do sonet hing!
Somet hi ng' s wong! Sonething' s
happened! Things are goi ng on!

Ed fights his way through the people, he stunbles and half
falls. Ed's hat drops on the ground but Ed does not | ook at
it.



A BLONDE COP(35) and a BRUNETTE COP(35) appear, both of them
are heavy-set, the crowd nelts respectfully as they nove
toward Ed. They | ook very simlar, fromfigure to expression.

ED
(1 ooks at the cops)
Thank god.

I NT. A VAN - N GHT

Ed sits in a van, the blonde cop and the brunette cop sit
opposite to him The brunette cop takes out a notebook and
wites on it. The blonde cop sits bolt upright, stares at Ed
wi th an expressionl ess face.

BRUNETTE COP
Nane?

ED
(mops sweat on his forehead)
Loyce, Ed Loyce.

BRUNETTE COP
Addr ess?

ED
1368 Hurst Road...listen to me. Back
there, in the square, hanging fromthe
| anppost . ..

BRUNETTE COP
(1 ooks at Ed)
Have you drunk any water today?

ED
Water? OF course. \Wy?

BRUNETTE COP
Tap water?

ED
No, | don't drink tap water. Why? What
has that to do with..

BRUNETTE COP
(wites on the notebook)
What have you drunk? Soda? Coffee?

ED
Tea? | guess..



The two cops | ook at each other, then | ook back at Ed.

A beat .

ED
(1 eans forward)
Did | mss the explanation? | didn't
get in on it? Like everybody el se?

BRUNETTE COP
That's right. You m ssed the
expl anat i on.

ED
Then why is the body...hanging there?

BRUNETTE COP
It's supposed to be hanging there. For
everybody to see.

Ed blinks his eyes as he's processing the cop's nmessage.

two cops

Ed | ooks
stare at

stare at him say nothing.

ED
(grins weakly)
| guess | sort of went off the deep
end. | thought maybe sonet hing
happened. You know...l'mglad to know
it's on the |evel.

BRUNETTE COP
It's on the | evel.

ED
| feel better. | was kinda excited
there, for a mnute. | guess | got al

stirred up. Now | see...there's no
need to take nme in, is there?

at the two cops, but the cops give no response,
hi m

ED
(frowns)
| should be back at ny store. |I'mal
right, now. No nore trouble. Is there
any need of...

DRI VER
This won't take long, a short process.
Only a few m nutes.

The

j ust
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A dark shadow of the DRI VER appears on the w ndow between the
driving roomand the backseat. Ed | ooks toward the w ndow,

but can't see the driver clearly. He then | ooks back to the
two heavy-set cops. H s hand is shaki ng.

ED
(mutters)
| hope it's short.

The van is slowing down, Ed and the two cops bodi es | ean
toward the head of the van due to inertia. Ed noves his eyes
slowy toward the handl e of the door, yanks the door open.

EXT. DRI VEVWAY - N GHT

Ed junps out into the driveway and rolls to his feet. He
stands up, |ooks around, and runs away fromthe driveway. Ed
| ooks back whil e running.

ED S PO NT OF VI EW -

The van stops. There's no license plate on the rear.
BACK TO SCENE

Ed runs toward a hardware store on the side of the road.
I NT. MAIN ROOM OF THE HARDWARE STORE - CONTI NUQUS

Ed enters the store, races toward the back, pass the startled
clerks and custoners. H's coat is dusty. He runs toward the
back of the store and hardly pushes the door that has an exit
si gn above it.

EXT. ALLEY BEH ND THE HARDWARE STORE - CONTI NUOUS

Ed gets out fromthe back door of the store, trips over a
garbage can. Ed turns left and runs along the alley for a
whi | e.

He reaches the end of the alley, a poster is on the wall,
with an outline of a spy and the title "THE RED MENACE | S
REAL" at the top. Ed turns right, clinbs over a fence, and
j unps down on the other side.

Ed stops and | ooks backward, stays and gasps, no sounds
behind him He then | ooks ahead.
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ED S PO NT OF VIEW -

A highway at the far end. A street |ight tw nkles. Not nany
cars on the highway.

BACK TO SCENE
Ed noves toward the hi ghway.
EXT. H GHVWAY NEAR A WATERWORKS - NI GHT

Ed wal ks al ong a hi ghway bel ow a bridge, al nost no car on the
hi ghway, a waterworks is |ocated on the left side of the
hi ghway, surrounded by farn ands.

A huge water tower with the | ogo HAYEK WATER SUPPLY on it
stands in the area of the waterworks. Two searchlights sweep
back and forth. Ed gl ances at the waterworks, he then hides
behind a pier and sticks his head out, and observes. A poster
with the title "LET'S MAKE I T GCREAT AGAIN' is on the pier.

ED S PO NT OF VI EW -

Over 50 trucks park near the waterworks, people in blue

uni forms with HAYEK WATER SUPPLY printed on the back
transport tanks fromthe trucks toward the water tower, in a
mechani cal pattern, |ike a group of robots.

They connect the tanks to the pipes under the water tower and
rotate the valves on the tanks. After a while, they
di sconnect the old tanks and connect the pipe with new tanks.

BACK TO SCENE

Ed pulls his head back, stands with his back agai nst the
pier. Hs eyes wwdened in terror. After a while, Ed |looks in
the direction of the waterworks again.

ED S PO NT OF VIEW -

More trucks arrive, followed by a black sedan stop near the
waterworks. A man in a suit conmes out, another man in a blue
uni form conmes out froma building and shakes hi s hand.

BACK TO SCENE

Sounds of trucks rise behind Ed, he quickly junps into the
brushwood near the road. A few trucks pass. Ed stands up
slowy and | ooks toward the waterworks again. He is suddenly
focused on by the two searchlights.
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ED S PO NT OF VI EW -

Two dazzling |ight sources.
BACK TO SCENE

A beat.

Ed junps out of the brushwood and runs away fromthe |ighted
area qui ckly. The searchlights search for himbut fail.

EXT. SIDEWALK BY A H GHVWAY - NI GHT

The nmoon is covered by clouds. There is only Ed runs slowy
on the sidewal k by a highway. No buil ding around, only
farm and and woods. A bus stop is |ocated about 20 neters
ahead. He | ooks backward, a bus is noving toward him Ed
speeds up and arrives at the bus stop as the bus does.

I NT. BUS - N GHT

Ed finds a seat in the rear, by the door. The bus departs. Ed
| ooks out the wi ndow, sees nothing but darkness. He takes a
deep breath and sees an advertisenent on the bus with the

sl ogan "CGet what you need - Hayek water supply". In the
advertisenent, a couple and a child are drinking water while
smling.

Ed observes the passengers on the bus. Wth expressionl ess
and sl uggi sh faces, their bodies wave with the bus.

Ed sees a SLENDER MAN(35) in a dark blue suit on another side
of the bus, with dark hair and a small nustache. The sl ender
man' s eyes are brighter than the other passengers, he's

hol ding a small book in his hand, | ooks at Ed. Wen Ed's eyes
reach him he turns quickly away.

Ed stares at the slender nman, he | ooks at Ed and nobves his
eyes away agai n.

EXT. DRI VEWAY BY A BAR - LATER
The bus halts by a bar. 1960s nusic playing in the bar, an

adverti senent stands near the bar with the title "MAKE LOVE
NOT WAR'
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I NT. BUS - LATER

An ELDERLY MAN(65) with a full beard gets on the bus fromthe
front door and drops a few coins into the box. The bus noves.
The elderly man and the slender nman | ook at each ot her and
nod. He noves down the aisle and takes a seat opposite Ed.

The el derly man gazes at Ed, Ed | ooks at the slender man, he
stares at himtoo. Ed holds the bus pole near his seat. He
runs to the rear door and yanks the emergency door rel ease,

t he rubber door sw ng open.

The BUS DRI VER(45), a bold man in a yellow jacket |ooks back
and janms on the brake.

BUS DRI VER
(shout s)
Hey! What the hell ?!

EXT. DRI VEWAY NEAR THE RESI DENTI AL DI STRI CT - CONTI NUOUS

Ed junps out of the bus, falls to the ground due to | oss of
bal ance. The sl ender man gets out of the bus when it is fully
stopped, and the elderly man follows. Ed gets up but falls
into the brushwood by the sidewal k agai n.

The sl ender man cones to him Ed turns back and ki cks the man
madl y. The man falls near Ed.

SLENDER NMAN
Quch!

Ed picks up a rock fromthe brushwood and hits the man with
it.

SLENDER NMAN
Stop! For God's sake l|isten..

Ed raises the rock and hits the man's head, the man's voice
cut off with a crunching sound. The elderly man stands by,
wth eyes w de-opened. Wil kers stop by and | ook at Ed.

Ed stops, looks at the man lying there. He seens dead. Ed
crawl s back, gets up, and runs away.

EXT. THE NEI GHBORHOOD OF ED' S HOUSE - N GHT

A row of doubl e-layer houses, |ight shed out froma few of
them An advertisenment stands in front of one of the houses
with the title "FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY". Ed wal ks over the
advertisement wearily.
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14.

INT. ED S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Janet lies on the sofa in front of the old TV. The TV is
pl ayi ng a docunentary about nanorobots.

DOCUMENTARY( V. O.)
By pl acing the nanorobots in the
frontal |obe of the mce, the
researchers can mani pulate their
deci si on- maki ng and enotion..

The door crashes the wall. Ed enters the house, with his
dirty coat. Janet | ooks back.

JANET
(surprised)
Ed! What is it? Wiy don't you answer
my phone. ..

Ed sl ans the door behind him He | ooks around and pats his
pockets.

ED
G ve ne your phone.

Janet stands up and wal ks toward Ed, |ooks Ed up and down.
She takes out her phone and hands it to Ed. Ed opens it, the
signal is zero.

ED
They' ve bl ocked the signal. Wo el se
is here besides you?

JANET
Nobody, just the kids. Wat happened
to you? Did you | ose your phone?

Ed hands the phone back to Janet and | ocks the door.

ED
Li sten, we don't have nuch tinme. They
di squi sed thensel ves as cops to
capture ne, but | knew they're fake.
know every cop in the towmn. | escaped
and they must be | ooking for nme now.

JANET
(1 ower her voice)
Wh. . . what ? Who?

Janet's face twists with bew | dernent and fear.



15.

ED
The town has been taken over by...by a

conpany. . .

Ed pulls down the blinds and | ooks outside through them

ED( CONT" D)
We gotta | eave the town.

JANET
What are you tal ki ng about ?

ED
...they're mxing something into the
wat er supply...nmaybe sonme chem ca
mat erial. They can control m nds
through it. Your m nd.

Ed | ooks at Jenet.

JANET
(scratches her head)
My m nd?
ED

We're getting out of here, we need to

i nformthe governnment. They don't know
this. Get your coat and call the
twns. Don't stop to pack, there's no
tine.

Janet, white-faced, noves toward the cl oset and gets down her
coat .

JANET
(touches her face)
\Were are we goi ng?

ED
Cak Grove, they have an i ndependent
wat er supply, must have not yet been
cont am nat ed.

Ed | ooks outside again, sees nothing. He turns to Janet.
ED( CONT' D)

Now call down the twins. Your car is
full of gas, isn't it?
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JANET
| had it filled up yesterday
afternoon. ..
(nmoves toward the stairs)
Ed, I...

ED
Cal | the Kkids!

A beat .
JANET

(call's upstairs)
Come on downstairs. We're...going out

for a while.
TOM O S.)
Now?
ED
(barks)

Hurry up! Get down here, both of you

Janet | ooks at Ed worriedly. Ed gazes at the stairs, rubs his
chin. Tom appears at the top of the stairs with a white T-
shirt on which has a DNA icon

TOM
| was doing ny honmework. We're
starting fractions. M ss Parker says
if we don't get this done...

ED
VWhere's Ji nP?

TOM
He's com ng.

Tom wal ks down the stair and Jimappears, in a yellow T-
shirt.

JIM
What's up, Dad?

ED
(tries to be calm
We're going for a ride.
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JI'M
A ride? Were?

Ed does not answer. Janet goes toward the floor |anp.

ED
Leave the lights on, and the TV set.
Go turn it on.

Janet nods and wal ks to the set. A buzz. Janet stops and
turns to Ed with an expressionless face and hal f-opened
nmout h. Ed | ooks at Jimand Tom their faces becone
enotionl ess too, wth half-opened nouths.

Ed opens his nouth, wants to say sonething but can't. They
stare at Ed and wal k toward himslowy. Ed noves toward the
front door and rocks the handle. The door is |ocked, he

unl ocks and opens it.

EXT. THE SI DEWAY BY ED S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Ed gets out of his house and runs toward a red car in front
of the house. He rocks the handle of the car but it's | ocked.
Ed pats his coat, the key is not in his pockets. He | ooks
back, Janet, Jim and Tom wal k out of the house. Ed retches.
He turns back to the car and beats the w ndows. Ed | ooks at
his famly, they are about 10 neters away. He then runs away.

FADE QUT.
EXT. ROAD - DAY

The sun rises halfway. Ed wal ks slowy al ong a road,
surrounded by | ow buildings. He takes off his coat and throws
it on the ground. H's jacket is wet. About 200 neters away
fromhim a protest is ongoing, two groups of protesters hold
signs, stand on two sides of the road, yelling at each other.

A few nen on the left side across the road and punch one
woman. Then nore protesters fromthe |eft side across the
road, the two groups fight with each other.

EXT. ROAD BY A COFFEE - DAY
Ed reaches a restaurant, a big sign with the text "QAK GROVE

COFFEE" is above the front door. Ed pushes the door and gets
into the restaurant.
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24 I NT. COFFEE - CONTI NUOUS

A white-clad ATTENDANT(25) stares at Ed suspiciously. Ed
hol ds the wall and gasps.

ED
Thank God. | didn't think | was going
to make it. Hopefully, they are not
foll ow ng ne.

ATTENDANT
(wal ks toward Ed)
What happened? Are you in any trouble?

ED
They have the whole town...they...can
| have sonething to drink?

ATTENDANT
Oh, sure. ..
(moves toward the bar)
Is ice water okay?

The attendant picks a cup and puts it below a tap. Ed stares
at the tap.

ED
Never m nd. ..

ATTENDANT
(turns to Ed)
What ?

ED
How should | get to the police office?

ATTENDANT
Oh...you turn left first and then turn
right at the next crossroads, then you
shoul d be able to see it.

ED
(nmoves toward the front door)
Thanks.
ATTENDANT

Sir...are you not ordering sonething?

The door shuts.
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| NT. POLI CE OFFI CE - DAY

The blinds are pulled down. A PCLI CE COVWM SSI ONER(50) with
greased hair in the uniform sits behind a desk. Ed sits at
anot her side of the desk. A YOUNG OFFI CER(25) sits in the
corner wiwth a notebook by a TV. The conm ssioner | ooks at the
young officer and nods. The officer |eaves.

The conmm ssioner turns to Ed, gets out his cigarettes, lights
up slowy, and frowns.

ED
(stares at the comm ssioner)
You don't believe ne.

The conm ssioner offers Ed a cigarette, Ed pushes it
i npatiently away.

COW SSI ONER
Suit yourself.

The conm ssi oner npbves over to the wi ndow and stands for a
time | ooks out through the blinds.

COWM SSI ONER( CONT' D)
| believe you.

ED

(sags)
Thank God.

COW SSI ONER
So you got away. You only drink boiled
water, a weird habit. But that hel ped
you avoid the...contam nated tap
wat er .

ED
(murmurs)
| have a theory.

COW SSI ONER
VWhat is it?
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ED

About them The conpani es take over

one area at a tinme. Starting at the

bottom ..once they controll ed enough
popul ati on, they can use the people

agai nst the governnent and take over
the country. Then they can nmake nore
noney.

The conm ssi oner | ooks back at Ed.

ED( CONT" D)
But there's one thing | haven't figure
out .

COW SSI ONER
VWhat is it?

ED
The hangi ng man. The dead man hangi ng
fromthe lanppost. | don't understand

that. Way? Why did they deliberately
hang himthere?

COW SSI ONER
(smles faintly)
That woul d seem sinple. Bait.

ED
(stiffs)
Bait? What do you nean?

COWM SSI ONER
To draw you out. Make you decl are
yoursel f. So they'd know who was under
control...and who had escaped.

ED
(recoils with horror)
So they anticipated...you react. You
make yoursel f known. Gosh, the conpany
must have planned for a long tine!

The conm ssioner extinguishes the cigarette butt and | eaves
it in the ashtray.

COW SS| ONER
(1 ooks at outside)
O it can be the governnent.



ED
The governnent ? Way?

COWM SSI ONER
Do you watch the news? M. Loyce.

ED
Not rmuch.

21.

The comm ssioner takes out a TV controller and turns on the

TV. A REPORTER(30) stands in a district,

cars with lights park behind her on the TV.

A beat .

REPORTER
It was a peaceful protest in the
begi nni ng and upgraded to a viol ent
conflict. Caused 2 dead and 1
injured...

COWM SSI ONER

(turns off the TV)
Things |like this happen every day.
Consi der a society as an organism its
mai nstream culture is its DNA and
i deol ogy is an essential conponent of
it. Traditional nedia |ike TV and
magazi nes are the nRNA, guide
i ndi vi dual s on serving society.

ED
(Wpes his forehead)
.1 don't see your point.

COW SSI ONER
(turns toward Ed)
When traditional nedia coll apses,
especially when facing forces |ike
soci al nedia, the nmainstream i deol ogy
coul d be divided. Then the society is
i n danger of being divided.

ED
So you think the governnent is trying
to control people's mnds to prevent
the nation from being divided?

behi nd her,

police
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COW SSI ONER
Correct, they need a new form of nMRNA
to deliver the ideology to the
i ndi vi dual s. Nanorobots, for exanple.

ED
That's the thing they put into the
wat er wor ks? Wiy are you not doing

anyt hi ng?!
COW SSI ONER
(sml es)
Way should I, this is the necessary

process of society's evolution.

ED
Society's evolution is not like this,
it happens naturally, it should be
determ ned by all peopl e!

COWM SSI ONER
Thi s does happen naturally, people
have | et the governnent be the
representation of them to make this
deci sion for them

The young officer opens the door with a cup of water, the
comi ssi oner nods toward himand points to the desk. The
young officer places the cup in front of Ed.

COWM SSI ONER( CONT' D)
(pushes the cup of water toward Ed)
Those tiny robots don't control you
all the tinme, they only function when
you are out of the social norm

The comm ssioner turns toward the w ndows, |ooks outside, and
says nothing for a tine. Ed's forehead is full of sweat now.
He leans forward to | ook at the water in the cup. Some tiny
things like insects swmin the water. Ed swal | ows.

COVWM SSI ONER( CONT' D)
Dear Loyce. W exist as human bei ngs
only when we are part of society. You
have to nmake a choi ce.

The comm ssi oner opens the blinds, the office becones alight
suddenly. Ed slits his eyes, then opens themslowy.



ED S PO NT OF VIEW -

Qut si de of the wi ndows, people wal king along the street.
rope i s hanging on one of the |anpposts.

BACK TO SCENE
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